Neurocutaneous melanosis: report of three cases and up-to-date review.
Neurocutaneous melanosis is a rare noninherited embryonic neuroectodermal dysplasia, which is observed sporadically and never affects the entire integument. The hallmark of neurocutaneous melanosis in the neonatal period is the presence of a large bilateral hairy dark nevus with satellite nevi over the trunk and neck. The diagnosis should be considered in neonates with large pigmented nevi and in those with more than 3 hairy dark nevi regardless of their size. Neonates with neurocutaneous melanosis are at risk of developing neurological problems. The most common neurological complications are hydrocephalus, seizures, cranial nerve dysfunction, and signs of spinal cord and root involvement. The authors report 3 cases of histologically confirmed neurocutaneous melanosis and describe the course of neurological symptoms and clinical findings including cognitive tests and neuroimaging. The case reports are complemented by an up-to date review on this clinical entity.